Elopement Checklist

Now that you are engaged, it is likely that you will already have seen some of the wedding planning checklists that are available from most wedding magazines and websites. If so, then you have probably found it fairly daunting to see all of the things that should be done as much as a full year prior to your wedding. The good news is that when you choose to elope, the checklist is much shorter! Below you will find our basic elopement checklist, which can be adapted to meet your own requirements.

	
	Decide on your budget – this will impact many other decisions so should be nailed down as early as possible. The average cost of an all inclusive elopement package is around $2,500, but eloping is possible for under $100.

	
	Choose the date – It depends where you want to marry as you will be bound by availability, but it is wise to establish a rough idea of a suitable date, especially if you are restricted by vacation time at work.

	
	Pick where to elope – Once you have a date range in mind you can start thinking about where you will elope to. This means not only nailing down the state or the city, but also the venue itself. Be sure to check out our destination pages for ideas.

	
	Make a guest list – Eloping does not necessarily mean that you cannot have guests. Some couples do go it alone, but just as many include their parents or best friends. Many venues    do provide elopement ceremonies for up 20 guests. Decide how many people you wish to include (or how many your budget will allow) and ensure that your chosen venue can accommodate this number.

	
	Arrange additional extras – If you will be looking for additional wedding services such as flowers, photography and wedding cake then you will need to  research local suppliers or check if your venue can arrange these on your behalf as part of an elopement package

	
	Book your elopement package – Once you have chosen your venue and finalized a date, you can go ahead and book everything. If you have chosen a venue which offers elopement packages then this might involve just one booking.

	
	Book an officiant – If there is no officiant included with your elopement package then you will need to secure one of your own and book them for the wedding date.

	
	Take care of the legal requirements – You will need to check the legal requirements for your chosen location and make the necessary arrangements to apply for your marriage license. You may also need to submit to a blood test in certain areas. This is perhaps the most important point on the checklist as without it there will be no wedding.

	
	Book your accommodation – If you intend to stay at the venue, or some place close by then you will need to book accommodation for you and any guests who will attend the elopement ceremony.

	
	Make your travel arrangements – If you are traveling out of state – or out of the country then you will need to make arrangements for travel. Will you fly to the wedding destination or is it within driving distance?

	
	Choose your wedding attire – You will need to thin about wedding attire. Often eloping means that the bride can ditch the dress mess, but he may wish to pick out something special to wear. Chose fabrics that will travel well if necessary.

	
	Buy your rings – Don't forget to pick up wedding rings to exchange during the ceremony!

	
	Elope – Once you have taken care of everything else on the list, all that is left to do is to  wait for your wedding day to roll around and go ahead and elope.


